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SUBJECT: US STUDENT PROGRAM, 1975/76 
REF: BELGRADE 2487 

1. DEPARTMENT IS CONCERNED BY REPEATED DELAYS IN YUGOSLAV 
ACCEPTANCE OF U.S. STUDENT NOMINATIONS. A CONSIDERABLE 
U.S. PUBLIC RELATIONS PROBLEM IS CAUSED BY YUGOSLAV DELAYS, 
AS EMBASSY AWARE. DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED MANY LETTERS 
FROM CONGRESS AND U.S. UNIVERSITIES OVER PAST YEAR 
INQUIRING ABOUT YUGOSLAV DELAYS IN ACCEPTING U.S. STUDENTS 
FOR THIS PROGRAM ONE YEAR AGO. WE HAVE BEEN REPLYING THAT 
THE SITUATION OF YEAR AGO WAS EXCEPTIONAL AND THAT NO 
POLITICAL MOTIVES ARE TO BE SEEN IN YUGOSLAV FAILURE TO 
ACCEPT U.S. NOMINATIONS IN TIMELY MANNER. IF WE ARE NOW 
TO EXPERIENCE A SECOND YEAR OF DELAYS UNDER SIMILAR 
CIRCUMSTANCES, DEPARTMENT WOULD BE HARD PUT TO PROVIDE 
ADEQUATE EXPLANATION. FURTHERMORE WE WOULD HAVE GOOD 
REASON TO QUESTION YUGOLSAV ABILITY TO ADMINISTER ITS HALF 
OF A BILATERAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM WHICH HAS BEEN AGREED TO 
BY THE TWO GOVERNMENTS. 
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